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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 8476 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EWWT, RP, ID 

SUBJECT: DISPOSITION OF PRIVATE VIETNAMESE REGISTERED SHIPS 

REF: A. COMUSNAVPHIL MSG 1 1 1043Z JUN 75 

B. CNO MSG 172328Z JUN 75 

C. CINCPACFLT MSG 191834Z JUN 75 

1. EMBASSY CONCURS GENERALLY IN APPROACH OUTLINED IN 
PARA 6 REF A. NEVERTHELESS, DIFFERENT ISSUES INVOLVED 
AND SPECIFIC COURSES OF ACTION NEEDED REQUIRE DIVISION 
OF VIETNAMESE REGISTERED SHIPS INTO FOLLOWING SIX 
CATEGORIES TO ILLUSTRATE THE SEVERAL DIFFERENT TYPES OF 
PROBLEMS. 

2. CATEGORY 1 INCLUDES THREE SHIPS THAT DESIRE TO GO TO 
THIRD COUNTRY. THIS REQUIRES IMMEDIATE DECISION. 

UNDERSTAND OWNERSHIP CLAIMS ARE REASONABLY CLEAR. EMBASSY 
RECOMMENDS THAT SUBIC OFFICIALS NOTIFY PMLO IN WRITING 
THAT THESE SHIPS WITH CREW AND SOME REFUGEES WILL BE 
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UNLESS GOP OBJECTS. 

3. CATEGORY 2 INCLUDES FOUR SHIPS THAT APPARENT OWNERS 
DESIRE TO SELL IN PHILIPPINES. WE INFORMED OWNERS HAVE 
CONTRACTED PHIL ATTORNEY AND BORKER IN MANILA AREA. 

EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT SUBIC AUTHORITIES ENCOURAGE 
CWNERS TO SELL THROUGH BROKER, BUT SHIPS NOT BE RE- 
LEASED TO NEW OWNERS UNTIL SUBIC AUTHORITIES SATISFIED 
THAT BROKER HAS OBTAINED ALL REQUIRED CLARANCES FOR SUCH 
SALE FROM APPROPRIATE GOP AGENCIES. DO NOT BELIEVE 
NECESSARY FOR EMBASSY OR NAVY TO BE INVOLVED AT THIS 
STAGE IN SUCH CLEARANCES. 

4. CATEGORY 3 CONTAINS TWO SHIPS THAT WERE ESCORTED FROM 
MANILA TO SUBIC BY PHIL COAST GUARD.SHIPS WERE BEACHED 
OUTSIDE SUBIC BASE AND HAVE BEEN STRIPPED. EMBASSY DOES 
NOT BELIEVE THESE SHIPS USG CONCERN AND NO ACTION SHOULD 
BE TAKEN IN RELATION THERETO. 

5. CATEGORY 4 CONTAINS ONE SHIP CLAIMED BY A PERSON RESIDENG 
IN U.S. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS ALLEGED OWNER BE NOTIFIED 
IMMEDIATELY TO TAKE APPROPRIATE STEPS TO EITHER SELL 

SHIP BY PROCEDURE INDICATED FOR CATEGORY 2 SHIPS OR 
PHYSICALLY TAKE POSSESSION. IF NOT ACCOMPLISYED WITHIN 
REASONABLE PERIOD. OWNER WHOULD BE INFORMED SHIP WILL BE 
TURNED OVER TO GOP. 

6. CATEGORY 5 CONTAINS TWO SHIPS FOR WHICH NO ONE HAS 
CLAIMED TITLE. ONE APPARENTLY WAS OWNED BY THE VIETNAMESE 
GOVERNMENT AND BOTH SHIPS ARE DEEMED TO BE OF SOME 
VALUE. WHILE EMBASSY RECOGNIZES POLITICAL PROBLEMS 
INVOLVED BELIEVE SUBIC AUTHORITIES SHOULD, AT THIS 

STAGE, ATTEMPT THROUGH PMLO TO HAVE GOP TAKE PHYSICAL 
POSSESSION OF SHIPS. IF THIS APPROACH FAILS TO PRODUCE 
RESPONSE, EMBASSY WILL CONSIDER OTHER APPROACHES AT DFA 
LEVEL. 

7. CATEGORY 6 CONTAINS ONE SHIP IN WHICH REFUGEES ARE 
STILL ABOARD AND FOR WHICH AT PRESENT TIME NEITHER GOP 
NOR USG CLAIM RESPONSIBILITY. SHIP HAS APPARENTLY 
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BEEN SHOLD BY ALLEGED OWNER TO FILIPINO. HOWEVER UNTIL REFUGEE 
PROBLEM FULLY RESOLVED AND FURTHER INFO ON SHIP IS OBTAINED, 
EMBASSY BELIVES NO U.S. ACTION IS APPROPRIATE AT THIS TIME. 

8. IN CONSIDERING ABOVE CATEGORIES, EMBASSY HAS REFLECTED 
ON THOSE IN WHICH DIRECT APPROACH TO DFA AT THIS TIME 
MIGHT BE APPROPRIATE. GENERALLY.HOWEVER, WE DO NOT 
BELIEVE DFA WOULD BE RESPONSIVE OR INTERESTED IN 
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ACHIEVING QUICK SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEM. IT IS OUR 
IMPRESSION THAT GOP MERELY WISHES PROBLEM TO GO AWAY. 

HANDLING AT LOCAL OR COMMERCIAL LEVELS MAY MEET GOP 
DESIRE IN THIS REGARD. PMLO CERTAINLY AWARE OF ABOVE 
SHIPS AND HAS HAD ADEQUATE TIME TO SPECIFY GOP DESIRES, 

BUT SO FAR HAS IGNORED PROBLEM. EMBASSY FULLY RECOGNIZES 
THAT QUESTION OF CATEGORY 5 SHIPS MAY REMAIN UNRESOLVED 
BUT BELIEVE OUTLINED PROCEDURES CAN SOLVE ISSUES 
RELATING TO MAIORITY OF SHIPS. 

9. REQUEST APPROVAL THIS COURSE OF ACTION. PURNESS 
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